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sists chiefly in the administration of drugs. Surgery 
has been an unknown art. Recently two charitable in
stitutions have been established in Canton for the treat
ment of the sick according to native methods of prac
tice. At one of tlle:,;e so-called hospitahl I was informed 
that bullets were rellloved by placing a kind of plaster 
at the wound of entrance. The ingredients of the plaster 
have a remarkable magnetic power over the imbedded 
Imllet and gradually draw it out through the same 
opening by which it entered. My informant had never 
seen this line of treatment actually carried out, how
ever. 

Perhaps in no line does the native practitioner show 
his ignorance more than in the treatment of fractures. 
No attempt is made to reduce the parts. A special clay 
is placed in a wooden bowl. '.rhe heads of several 
chickens are cut off, while incantations are repeated 
and the blood is allowed to flow on the clay in the 
bowl. Blood and clay are now mixed together and 
applied to the fractured extremity. Bandages are used 
to bind on thin strips of bamboo. When the last turn 
of the bandage is being wound on, the blood of another 
chicken is poured on. 

The only real operation performed by the Chinese i;; 
the castration of eunuch, and castration as a penalty 
for adultery. With one sweep of a sharp knife the 
genital organs are completely removed on a level with 
the skin of the llubis. A metal plug is inserted in the 
urethral opening and a cloth rung out of cold water h; 

applied to the bleeding surface and firmly bound on. 
The patient is allowed to drink no water for three day;:; 
when the dressing is removed, the plug withdrawn and 
the patient allowed to urinate. 

Coming now to the real field of the Chinese doctor we 
find that the 'number and variety of remedies recom
mended in the Chinese Materia Medica can only be 
compared to our own National Pharmacopeia. The 
great Materia Medica, compiled in the 16th century, 
is composed of 52 books and contains 1,892 remedies. 
Kipling's verse applies to the Chinese as to the British 
people, for whom he wrote it: 

"Alexanders and Marigold, 
Eyebright, Orris, and Elecampane, 
Basil, Rocket, Valerian, Rue, 
(Almost singing themselves they run), 
Vervain, Dittany, Call-me-to-you, 
Cowslip, Melilot, Rose of the Sun, 
Anything green that grew out of the mould, 
Was an excellent herb to our fathers of old. " 

'.rhe drugs and other medicaments are weighed out 
according to a decimal system as follows : 

1 tael or leung equals 40.00 gm. 
1 tsin 4.00 gm. 
1 fan .4 gm. 
1 lei 
1 ho 

.04 gm. 
.004 gm. 

Often a prescription is given because of the resem
blance of the drug to the organ affected. Thus for 
renal diseases, haricot or kidney beans are given. Min
erals are administered as salts. Plants are used in the 
form of roots, stems, leaves, flower!! and dried fruits. 
The bones of a tiger are frequently ground up and given 
to a debilitated person. The grasshopper is dried and 
used as a medicine and the shells of the cicada are col
lected from the bark of trees and mixed with other in
gredients. 'l'inctures and extracts are prepared from 
rice wine. Pills are often made with a thick shell of 
parafine which is broken off and the contents chewed 
up. Various forms of plasters and blisters may be 
applied to the skin. The actual cautery is often used 
as a revulsive. 

Among the pills the best are the "Wai Shaang Uen" 
or life preserving pills, costing about a dollar apiece. 
They are composed of Manchurian ginseng, deer's horns 
Rnd other drugs. Among other common remedies may 
be named dried, powdered rattlesnake skins, the bile of 
the ox and dog for jaundice, dried shrimps, etc. Quick
silver is often poured into gun-shot wounds in order to 
dissolve the bullet. In some drug shops two signs are 
hung at the entrance : on one are written the names of 
venereal diseases, on the other such diseases as hemor
rhoids, wounds, ulcers, etc. The patient explains in 
which class his disease belongs and is promptly given 
the appropriate remedy. Among the most used drugs 
are some that are found in the western pharmacopias, 
viz., ginseng, rhubarb, sulphur, pomegranate root, aco
nite, opium, arsenic and mercury. 

Diseases of the liver and eyes, which are sympathetic 
organs, are cured by giving pork's liver. In Kwang
tung Province human blood is considered an excellent 
remedy and at executions people may be seen collecting 
the blood in little vials. It is then cooked and eaten. 
A genuine prescription written by a physician to be 
used as a laxative was composed of Rumex hydrole' 
pathium, Quercus glauca, Sodium sulphate and Magno-

lia llypoleuca. l'he parts from these plants are boiled 
with the sodium sulphate and the "tea" is drunk by the 
patient. 

A remedy which I have not infrequently seen applied 
to a patient in extremis is as follows : A rooster is 
killed and the body is cut in half, longitudinally, and 
the bleeding half is quickly applied to the skin of the 
patient's abdomen. If there is any possibility of cure 
this is supposed to be infallible. 

l'he use of the acupuncture needle seems to be seldom 
resorted to in the neighborhood of Canton. The theory 
on which it is based is that if one Ilunctures thll 
blood-vessels connecting different organs the diilease 
will be aborted. Three hundred and eighty-eight points 
suitable for acupuncture are described. There is a 
mannikin at Peking pierced with holes at all the points 
suitable for acupuncture. Paper is pasted over it and 
students learn to find the proper holes through the 
paper. The needlefl vary from llh to 28 centimeters in 
length and are made of gold, silver or steel. During the 
operation the patient coughs and the errant humors are 
directed back into their normal courses. 

Such in brief is medicine as it is practiced by the 
Chinese doctor of to-day. One is reminded of the old 
humoral theory of Europe in the Middle Ages. But 
modern education in China has brought a new light to 
the people and in all the large cities and many of the 
small ones, Western medicine is slowly but surely win
ning its way. 
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"Nacoochee Mound" Investigated 
AN investigation of the so-called Nacoochee Mound in 

White County, Georgifl., has shown it to be of compara
tively recent origin, having been made by the Cherokee 
Indians and not abandoned by them until the 19th Cen
tury. This information comes as a direct blow to many 
natives of Georgia who have for years cherished the 
belief that this particular mound dated back to the 
days of the Spanish conquest, and was connected inti
lllately with the beautiful legend inspired by the writ
ings of a well-known Georgian, whose publications were 
taken too literally. 

The investigations state that the word "Nacoochee" 
is not identifiable by the Cherokees as belonging to their 
language, and that by no means does it signify in any 
Indian tongue "the evening star," as has been claimed. 
Without intending to be iconoclastic, the ethnologists 
feel that the truth concerning this long held "myste
rious" mound should be cleared up, both for the sake 
of American history, and for the purpose of differentiat
ing between fact and fiction. It is now known that 
there is nothing mysterious about it, its history does 
not cover a very long period, and there is no ground 
for believing that this or any other mound in the 
United States was reared by people other than our 
Indians. 

'.rhe legend of Nacoochee, Sautee, and Yonah, of In
dian "kings" and "queens," and of the reputed visit of 
De Soto to this locality in the 16th Century, is purely 
imagirlRry ; it is nowise Indian in character or con
cept, nor is it even based on an Indian story, and need
less to say, nothing was found by the excavators in the 
mound, which, by the wildest flight of imagination, 
could give credence to these fairy tales. 

The archeological investigations of the Nacoochee 
mound, which stands on the property of Dr. L. G. Hard
man, of Commerce, Ga., were undertaken jointly by 
the Bureau of American Ethnology of the Smithsonian 
Institution, and the Museum of the American Indian, 
sometimes called the Heye Museum, of New York. The 
top of the wound, which was leveled for cultivation 
some 30 years ago, now forms an irregular circle vary-
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ing in its diameter from 67 feet to 83 feet. From the 
field in which the mound stands to the top is just a 
little over 17 feet, while the circumference at the base 
is 410 feet. It is evident, however, that the size of 
the mound has changed somewhat by cultivation since 
its abandonment by the Cherokees, not only as to dim
inished height but also in the extent of its slopes at 
the base. 

Following the custom of the Indians of the South, 
the Cherokees built this mound, partly for domicile 
itnd partly for cemetery purposes, by piling up the rich 
alluvial soil from the adjacent fields. They did not 
rear it all at one time; generation after generation is 
represented by the stratification exposed in the excava
tion, and bodies buried at different levels with undis
turbed earth above them. The presence of fire-pits and 
the evidences of fires throughout the varying levels, and 
the finding of some objects procured from the white 
man in the upper part and near the surface on the 
slopes, but not in the lower levels, indicate that the 
mound was built up gradually, and extended well into 
the modern historical period, which fact is supported by 
the statements of oldest inhabitants of the Nacoochee 
Valley. 

The graves of seventy-five individuals were unearthed 
at levels varying from near the top to below the orig
inal base of the mound. Most of the graves were un
marked, but in some of them there were stone imple
ments, shells or shell ornaments, smoking pipes, pot
tery vessels and similar objects. Nearly all the skele
tal remains were so greatly decomposed that preserva
tion or measurement was impossible, but an interesting 
fact was established when it was discovered that usu
ally the individuals were buried with their heads 
pointed in the direction of the sunrise. 

Near the very base of the mound two graves were 
found to have been encased and covered with slabs of 
stone, and in one of them a beautiful effigy vase of 
painted pottery, the only piece of painted ware found 
in the mound, was recovered. The type of this vessel 
and the stone graves themselves suggest the possible 
occupancy of the site by Indians before the settlement 
of the Cherokees in this locality. 

The large number of smoking pipes of pottery made 
in many designs and shapes and the amount of broken 
pottery found here form the most remarkable features 
of the excavations. But little ornamentation, except in 
the case of the single painted vessel, was noted in the 
pottery, other than incised and impressed designs 
worked out in the moist ware before the firing. 

While the work of the ethnologists may have shat
tered the fanciful legend in regard to this location, it 
has done more for the actual history of this branch of 
the American aborigine in that a few more pages of 
fact have been added to the great book on the Amer
ican red man wllich is gradually being perfected by the 
operation of Uncle Sam's Bureau of Ethnology. 

Electric Station at Petrograd 
ACCORDING to a recent report by Engineer Makarieff, 

the electric plants in this city have made a great in
crease within recent years. He compares the present 
status with that of the year 1901, and at that time 
there were in operation four separate electric plants of 
good size which gave a total of 16,500 kilowatts, and 
comprising 37 dynamos. These plants can be desig
nated as Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4, omitting the names. Plant 
No. 3 produced alternating current at 3,300 volts and 
the rest of the pl.ants operated on 2,200 volts, all using 
steam engines. Plant No. 1 had 18 groups realizing 
5,500 kilowatts; No. 2, 8 groups at 5,000 kilowatts; 
Nos. 3 and 4 had 7 and 4 groups respectively at 5,250 
and 800 kilowatts. An increase commenced in 1904, 
using steam turbines, which practice is continued to 
the present date. In 1904, No. 1 received a 680 kw. 
Parsons turbine, followed by a second one the next 
year, and a 2,000 kw. turbine was erected in No. 2. In 
1907 this latter received another group of the same 
size and No. 1 a 1,600 kw. set, while No. 3 received a 
1,800 kw. group. This year also saw a large munici
pal electric plant erected in town for tramway use, of 
(j,600 kw. output, using 3 turbines of 2,200 kw. size. 
Next year, plant No. 4 ceased working, and its load 
was divided among the rest, adding a 3,000 kw. turbine 
in plant No. 2. At that date the total output was 
double that for 1904, or 36,000 kilowatts. For 1909, 
the increase was 1,800 kw. in No. 3 and 3,000 in the 
No. 1 plant, while in 1910 No. 1 again received 3,000 kw. 
and the tramway station 5,000 kw. ; in 1911 there were 
installed 3 turbines of 3,500 kw. in No. 3, and a turbine 
of 5,000 kw. each in Nos. 1 and 2. Thus in 1911, or 
last date of the report, the city had a total of nearly 
60,000 kilowatts, in which steam turbines figure for 
45,000 kilowatts. 
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